University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
University Newspaper - The Pan American

Special Collections and Archives

9-15-2005

The Pan American (2005-09-15)
Emma Clark

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican

Recommended Citation
The Pan American, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio Grande Valley. Accessed via
https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/panamerican

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections and Archives at ScholarWorks @
UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in University Newspaper - The Pan American by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact justin.white@utrgv.edu,
william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

Volleyball comes home: Tuesday night game

see Page 15

THE

PAN AMERICAN
T h e S t u d e n t N e w s p a p e r o f T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Te x a s - P a n A m e r i c a n

Enrollment
Decreases
By SANDRA GONZALEZ
The Pan American
The growth the university has
planned for the coming years has hit
a slight roadblock this month, as
entering freshman enrollment is
down about 2,300 from 2,800 from
last fall. According to university officials, this dramatic decline comes as
a result of more stringent admissions
requirements implemented at the
University of Texas-Pan American
this semester.
Under those new requirements,
students must receive a score of at
least 15 on the ACT or at least 710 on
the SAT. Though some drop in freshman enrollment was expected, the
approximate 8.2 percent decrease
came as a surprise to some.
“I personally did not think there
would be as much of a drop-off in
Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
the entering freshman numbers as GOING POSTAL - Mexican citizens living in the United States can now participate in their nation’s political system through
there was,” said John Edwards, vice the advent of absentee voting, which was instituted by Mexico’s Federal Electoral Institute (IFE).
president for enrollment and student
services. “I thought these students
would step up and score better on
the ACT.”
But despite the drop, dean of
admissions and enrollment services
Dr. Magdalena Williams said that the
nominal list they must get a docuhere in Texas?”
By JOSUE ESPARZA
change was necessary.
Other Mexicans living in the ment to IFE containing the address
“Admissions standards are set The Pan American
States say that they will not be vot- where they will be receiving their
so we are able to identify students
For Mexican citizens residing ing absentee because the voting ballot in United States.
who are going to be successful,”
in the United States, the possibility process implemented by the Federal
Voters must return the ballots to
Williams said.
According to Williams, student of voting in the 2006 Mexican Electoral Institute (IFE) is too time- IFE as soon as possible by mail. IFE
success is closely related to how presidential election has become a consuming. Many don’t have the will only be accepting absentee
reality. However, it appears that time because of the long hours they votes 24 hours prior to the date of
much they are ready for college.
the election next year. Their absen“Preparedness is everything,” many will not be taking advantage work to support their families.
In order to vote in the 2006 tee votes will only be valid for elecWilliams said. “Studies will show of this opportunity.
“I will not be voting in the
tion of the president.
you that students who are committed
“I have a lot of work. I don’t
to going to school are more than like- Mexican election. I don’t need to,” Q “If the vote of the
said Ignacio Castillo, a resident of
have the time to go through all that
ly going to graduate.”
process if I want to vote,” said Pablo
According to Dennis McMillan, Weslaco. “Now I live in the Mexicans living in
Garza of Weslaco. “My only conassociate vice president for enroll- United States and all my family is
Mexico
is
worthless,
with me.”
cern now is to provide what is needSee ENROLLMENT page 12
For many years, people have
ed at home.”
migrated from Mexico to the United do you think our vote
Another reason many Mexicans
States in search of a better life, and is going to make a
residing in the States will not be votthe poverty they experienced in
ing is that many live in the northern
Mexico has cultivated a general dis- difference now that
region of the United States and are
trust of their former government.
not informed on Mexican affairs.
After building a new life in the we are living here in
“No, I didn’t know that we are
United States, many simply don’t Texas?”
now allowed to vote on the Mexican
care about what’s going on in
elections,” said Manuel Martinez of
- Paula Puente Minnesota, by phone. “It’s very difMexican politics, much less about
Mission resident ficult for us to get this type of inforvoting in the Mexican election.
“Why should I vote for somemation since we only get television
one in Mexico? It’s not worth it,” Mexican presidential election, in English.”
said Paula Puente, from Mission. Mexican nationals are required to
But even those who are
“If the vote of the Mexicans living have IFE voting credentials and to informed of the changes may not
in Mexico is worthless, do you solicit an inscription for the nominal feel like voting.
think our vote is going to make a voting list to the Federal Electoral
Marco Cordova, a graduate studifference now that we are living Registration. Once they are in the
Eduardo Martinez/The Pan American
See VOTING page 12

Voting away from Home
Mexicans in the U.S. can now vote in native elections
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Local boys
to benefit
from grant
By DAVID DAVILA
The Pan American
Edinburg’s youth may be safer
due to a grant that has been provided recently by Gov. Rick Perry for a
drug and violence prevention program. On Aug. 30, the grant was
dubbed the Safe and Drug-Free
Schools and Communities Act Fund,
totaling out to $91,635.

The money will be dispersed to
five of Edinburg’s Boys and Girls
Club divisions to start an afterschool program called Passport to
Manhood, targeting high-risk males
from the ages of 11-14. The program
has 14 sessions in which the attendees are expected to go through a
process of evolving from boyhood
to manhood.
In 2001 the Hidalgo County
Juvenile Center reported that 73
percent of formal referrals were
male, and 43 percent were between
the ages of 11-14. It is believed that
children develop important moral
values at this age, and it is important that youth begin to shape their
character and ethical and moral
values.
Sabrina Walker-Hernandez,
director of operations of Passport to
Manhood, believes that the 14-week
cycle that the males go through will
eventually help them distance themselves from boyhood tendencies and
hopefully evolve into the beginning

See CLUB page 12

16 De
Septiembre
“Cry For Independence”
Thursday, Sept. 15, 2005 Noon
University Library Auditorium
(former Media Theater)
Fiesta at the Quad
Friday, Sept. 16
11:30 to 12:00
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EN ESPAÑOL

Los Mexicanos en Estados
Unidos Podrán Votar en las
Ellecciones Mexicanas
Por JOSUE ESPARZA
Traducción por
ELIZABETH GARCÍA
The Pan American
Para los ciudadanos Mexicanos
que viven en los Estados Unidos, la
posibilidad de votar en las elecciones presidenciales del 2006 es
una realidad. Sin embargo, muchos
no aprovecharán esta oportunidad.
“Yo no votaré en las elecciones Mexicanas. No necesito
hacerlo”, dijo Ignacio Castillo residente de Weslaco. “Ahora vivo en
Estados Unidos y toda mi familia
esta conmigo”.
Por muchos años, las personas
han emigrado de México a Estados
Unidos en busca de una vida mejor
y la pobreza que pasaron en México
ha cultivado desconfianza en general hacia su gobierno pasado.
Después de construir una nueva vida
en los Estados Unidos, a muchos ya
nos les importa lo que sucede en la
política de México, mucho menos
les importa votar en las elecciones.
“Porqué debo votar por alguien
en México? No vale la pena”, dijo
Paula Puete, residente de Mission.
“Si el voto de los Mexicanos que
viven en Mexico no vale nada, crees
que nuestro voto hará una diferencia
ahora que vivimos aquí en Texas”?
Otros mexicanos que viven
en los Estados Unidos dicen que
ellos no votarán en las elecciones
presidenciales de México porque
el proceso de votación que el
Instituto Federal Electoral (IFE)
implementa toma mucho tiempo.
Muchos no tienen el tiempo
porque trabajan largas horas para
mantener a sus familias.
Para votar en las elecciones
presidenciales de México del 2006
los ciudadanos Mexicanos tienen
que obtener credenciales electorales
del IFE y solicitar inscripción en las
listas de votación del Registro
Electoral Federal. Una vez que

estén en esa lista deben proporcionarle al IFE un documento que
contenga la dirección donde
recibirán sus cartillas de elector en
los Estados Unidos.
Los votantes tienen que regresar las cartillas al IFE en un sobre.
El IFE solamente aceptará votos de
ausentes 24 horas antes de la fecha
de elecciones en el 2006. Los votos
ausentes serán validos solamente
para las elecciones presidenciales.
“Tengo mucho trabajo. No
tengo tiempo para someterme a todo
ese proceso si quiero votar,” dijo
Pablo Garza, residente de Weslaco.
“Mi única preocupación ahora es
proveer las necesidades de la casa”.
Otra razón por la cual muchos
mexicanos que residen en los
Estados Unidos no votarán es por
que viven en la región norte del país
y no estan informados.
“No, yo no sabía que ahora
podíamos votar en las elecciones
Mexicanas”, dijo Manuel Martínez
de Minessota durante una entrevista
telefónica. “Es muy difícil para
nosotros obtener este tipo de información ya que solo tenemos televisión en Ingles”.
Pero quizás hasta los que están

Q “Yo tengo terrenos
en México y me da
gusto que ahora se
nos permita votar en
México.”
-Lyndolfo Míreles

informados sobre estos cambios no
querrán votar.
Marco Córdova, estudiante
graduado del departamento de
español de la Universidad de Texas
Pan-American, dijo que no votará a
causa de la corrupción que se vive
en México.
“Para que votar por cualquier

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American

VOTO INTERNACIONAL - Los cuidadanos mexicanos que residen en
los Estados Unidos pueden participar durante las elecciones del 2006
a travez del servicio postal.

partido? De todos modos México
no tiene democracia,” dijo
Córdova. “Las votaciones en
México son solo una pérdida de
tiempo ya que los líderes del gobierno ya tienen a su candidato”.
A pesar de la situación, hay
quienes piensan que permitir que
mexicanos residentes de Estados
Unidos voten en las elecciones
Mexicanas del 2006 es una gran
idea. Sin embargo, enfatizan la
necesidad de que todos los
votantes estén bien informados
acerca de los candidatos nominados a la presidencia.
La gente que se espera que
vote en estas elecciones son aquellos que tienen un interés en quien
gobernara a México, muchos de
ellos
tienen
terrenos
o
propiedades que podrían ser afectadas por el cambio de gobierno o

las nuevas leyes que ellos implementen.
“Yo tengo terrenos en
México y me da gusto que ahora
se nos permita votar en México.
Aunque ahora yo viva en Weslaco
aun sigo siendo mexicano”, dijo
Lyndolfo Míreles, propietario de
un negocio de transportación en
Weslaco. “Es bueno que México
sea mas democrático. Pero si los
mexicanos en los Estados Unidos
podrán votar en las elecciones
Mexicanas entonces tienen que
estar bien informados sobre
quienes son los candidatos.
Por otra parte, muchos
Mexicanos que viven en México
piensan que este nuevo sistema de
votación que el gobierno Mexicano
ha implementado no le beneficiará a
México. Ellos dicen que no esta
bien que alguien que no entiende los
problemas en México vote en
ningún tipo de elección.
“No es que no quieran que
los Mexicanos que viven en el
otro lado voten. La razón por la
que no estoy de acuerdo con este
tipo de voto es que muchos de
ellos no están informados de lo
que ocurre aquí,” dijo Julián
Esquivel de Monterrey durante
una entrevista en español. “No es
justo para nosotros que alguien
que no atraviesa los problemas
que nosotros atravesamos pueda
decidir quien nos gobierne.
Aunque los ciudadanos
Mexicanos en los Estados Unidos
decidan aprovechar o no esta nueva
oportunidad, la democracia de
México ha dado un paso hacia
delante. Ahora depende de que las
personas decidan.
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Vital
Changing direction: new HR leader
national
issues
debated
By HILDA LORIA
The Pan American

By NAYELLY BARRIOS
The Pan American
Sept. 17 is Constitution Day and
in observance, UTPA’s Political
Science Department held a debate
over various controversial constitutional topics Wednesday night at the
Student Union Theatre.
Discussed were the right to abortion, gay rights, affirmative action,
capital punishment, and the relationship between states and the national
government. The event was open to
the public and the audience had the
opportunity to ask questions.
Political science assistant professor James Wenzel, who was one of
the panelists, hopes that those who
attended will get a better understanding of the issues.
“I hope they will get two things
out of this,” he said. “An enhanced
understanding or realization that

Human Resources Director
Marjorie Whittemore lives by the
saying “each and every person
counts,” and even made it the new
motto of the office.
In taking on her new role, the former
senior HR manager at H-E-B seeks to
combine her experience, love of education, and genuine concern for people.
“We don’t get a lot of ‘fresh blood’
because we’re down in South Texas
and a lot of people think that South
Texas is not an ideal place to work,”
said Jim Langabeer, vice president of
business affairs. “I think [Whittemore]
will bring with her ideas that perhaps
we might [have] never thought of at
UT-Pan Am.”
Born in El Paso, and raised in
Michigan, Whittemore moved to
the area 22 years ago when her
husband was offered a banking
job in Brownsvillle.
She spent her time educating the
minds of other business hopefuls as an
instructor at the University of TexasBrownsville and Texas Southmost
College. The couple grew accustomed
to the Valley and moved to McAllen
five years ago.
Whittemore’s business experience
and qualifications made her highly
qualified for the job.

“She has a lot of experience in
human relations, the education, and
[familiarity] with the academic setting,” Langabeer explained. “All in all,
she’s very highly qualified and I
thought she’d be perfect for the job.”
Whittemore became involved with
UTPA mostly for her love of education.
“I’ve always wanted to get back
into an academic environment,”
Whittemore said. “I love academia,
higher learning, and being around people who are pursuing education.”
As director, her roles and responsibilities include recruitment, updating
human resources and operating policies, employment issues, compensation, analysis, benefits, and the ongoing Oracle implementation project.
She hopes to update policies and
streamline current practices in the
department.
“I’m happy to be here,” Whittemore
remarked with a smile. “I’m looking
forward to a career with UTPA.”
TRAINING SESSION
Before university employees enrich
the minds of eager students or implement new policies and programs for
the university, they must first complete
a training program conducted by the
Office of Human Resources.
“The goal is to ensure that we get
the best possible candidate for the job,”
Whittemore said. “The criteria is set to
make sure that we get the best person

Joey Cortez/The Pan American
FACE OF HR - Marjorie Whittemore,
the new director of Human Resources
at the University of Texas-Pan
American is glad to be working in
academia and is looking forward to a
successful career at UTPA.

for the job and that job gets performed
in an excellent manner.”
The training consists of a series of
orientation programs over benefits and
policies for faculty and staff, learning
sessions on conflict resolution and performance management, compliance,
sexual harassment classes, and online
learning policies.
“[The training] is a good way
to inform [employees] about different kinds of situations that
might be encountered in the workplace and how to resolve them,”

said Rey Robles, programmer analyst IV at the Computer Center.
Whittemore explained that the
Office of Human Resources intends to
improve the current training program
by adding more programs and policies,
especially one in supervisory training.
The Office of Human Resources
also trains student employees.
According to Training Coordinator
Alicia Morley, the only mandated protocol that is conducted by Human
Resources is awareness training in sexual harassment and nondiscrimination.
These sessions are the same ones that
other university employees go through.
Depending on the job positions, student employees must also fulfill
respective work-study and department
orientations and training.
“The training is helpful,” said
Tiffany Rubenstein, junior biology
major and general chemistry teaching
assistant. “It teaches you how you
should act as an instructor [and] also
how to protect yourself and deal with
situations effectively.”
Robles commented that in the 15
years that he has worked at UTPA,
he was only required to attend the
training once.
He suggests that retraining sessions every certain number of years
might reinforce and increase awareness of new issues that might arise
in the workplace.

New bill cuts red tape for small biz
By NAOMI MISON
The Pan American

DR. JERRY POLINARD
this is their document; that it’s their
government, and that they have a
role in what’s going on. And that
they’ll be encouraged to think about
the issues that confront society.”
The debate also covered issues
regarding the role of the constitution
in American lives, and the role of
the Supreme Court.
Jerry Polinard, department chair,
said he doesn’t expect anybody to
change their views on the subjects;
but instead, to become aware of them.
Senior political science major
Adan Nieto says these kinds of
events are great for the entire student body.
“Discussions such as these open
up students’ eyes to different subjects,” said Nieto. “Also, students
can improve their understanding of
controversial subjects and have an
educated view on them.”

Family-owned Valley businesses
are getting a break from Washington
this week. Edinburg business owner
Carlos Correa says he needs one after
being subjected to the government’s
tax burdens.
“There are just too many penalties.
For instance, I was supposed to make a
payment on my taxes, but Hurricane
Emily hit, so I decided to wait,” he
explained. “The very next day, I went
to pay and was charged a .05 percent
penalty, which ended up being an extra
$200.”
Help is on the way. Texas
Democratic Congressman Lloyd
Doggett announced in a press release
the introduction of the Small Business
Tax Simplification Act, which will
attempt to alleviate some of the tax burdens felt by growing businesses.
“Small business owners are tangled
in IRS red tape,” Doggett said. “The
Small Business Tax Simplification Act
will change the law to cut through and
save small-business owners time and
money. The time for Congress to act

and provide relief is now.”
The bill addresses issues such as
double taxation and unfair penalties. It
would make sure married co-owners of

his mission to help local entrepreneurs.
Doggett is a senior member on the
Ways and Means Committee, the
group responsible for creating and

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
SMALL BUSINESS - Alex Correa, employee of Edinburg’s Planet Dollar, sells
merchandise to Tammi Schimmels of Mission.

a small business get credit for paying
Social Security and Medicare taxes.
Doggett enlisted the help of the
Small Business Committee’s Nydia
Velazquez (D-NY) as a co-sponsor in

amending the tax codes. With
Doggett’s position in this influential
group, chances are that small business
difficulties are going to be examined
more thoroughly.

Doggett noted that there are over 23
million small businesses in the country
and they account for approximately 75
percent of the net new jobs added to the
economy. These statistics demonstrate
the enormous benefits small businesses
have for the economy and why it is
important to review the current tax
laws, he added.
Jess Fassler, communications director for Doggett, agreed, indicating that
the laws concerning small businesses
have room for improvement.
“The tax laws governing small
businesses are out of date,” said Fassler
“They ignore modern economic realities - and create compliance roadblocks
and unnecessary administrative hurdles,”
One major difficulty small businesses currently face is that they inadvertently end up in a higher tax bracket
for failing to specify what type of corporation they want to be considered as
before the 15th day of the third month
of the tax year.
Small businesses can elect to be

See SMALL BUSINESS page 11
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UTPA students battle college debt
By ADRIANA GARZA
The Pan American
College students have enough to worry about
without giving themselves headaches over how to
repay their student loans. It’s not until after the
diploma is in hand that it dawns on them: ‘What
am I going to do about all this debt?’
Not to worry. There are ways to keep from
going into the red. Many lenders such as IBC
Bank and the University of Texas-Pan American’s
Financial Aid Office are willing to help make the
process smoother for students.
UTPA currently offers grants, work-study programs, and loans such as Perkins, Be-on-Time,
and Stafford. In the 2004 Fiscal Year, 7,597
UTPA students – well over 40 percent of all registered students - received loans in the amount of
$24,805,540.
Juan Morales, UTPA financial aid officer, has
answers to most questions about loans, but said
that the government decides what students are
awarded, not anyone at the local office.
“Use as much grant money as you possibly
can,” Morales said. “Apply for the FAFSA early
and hopefully you won’t go into debt.”
According to Morales, students need to be
careful not to take out loans and then default on
them, which is when nine monthly payments are
missed.
Default will stay in your credit report until
the loan is paid in full. It will stay on your record
for at least seven years and could prevent you
from receiving credit cards, car loans, home
mortgages, or educational loans for your children, long after college.
“If you can’t pay for it, don’t take it out,”
Morales said. “There are other options. Default
follows you everywhere.”
Lenders are willing to help students with
loans. IBC Bank, for instance, offers student
loans through the federal government. They
offer subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford

loans, the Parent Plus loan, and free IBC check- for and using credit cards. The key is to compare
ing accounts for students.
the interest rates, which will accumulate and
GOT MONEY?
increase debt.
Maritza Rodriguez, IBC student loan repreFor students who are already in dire straits, it
sentative, graduated in May 2005 from UTPA is wise to get with a loan officer and make
and has many tips to help folks from going into arrangements to pay off any credit card debt.
debt, to help get out of it, and more.
“You don’t want to spend more than what you
Rodriguez said scholarships should become a make,” Rodriguez said.
student’s best friend. To
One good strategy
increase the chances of
for preventing or getgetting them, students
ting out of debt is to
3 tips to prevent
should apply early.
make a budget.
“The earlier you do
Rodriguez said that
college debt:
your FAFSA, the more
parents can often help
potential you have to get
with this because
 Don’t charge everything on
grant money versus havthey’ve had expericredit cards, loans are
ing to get a student loan,”
ence with having to
preferable
Rodriguez said. “Students
pay bills.
 Don’t procrastinate on the
will end up in debt when
When formulating
FAFSA; the earlier the better
they graduate and they
the budget, list all the
 Use Financial Aid wisely,
really don’t realize that
payments that need to
save for summer classes or
until they start making
be made each month
payments.”
and consider monthly
other expenses
Another pointer is to
income. Always pay
Source: Juan Morales
take school seriously.
the bills on time
UTPA financial aid officer
Financial aid has been
because extra fees
reduced, and Rodriguez
will soon add up.
explained that letting grades slip could make it
“I know going to school you need to eat someeven harder to get assistance for the next semes- thing there,” Rodriguez said. “If you’re eating out
ter. Occasionally, students end up with extra and spending like $10 or $12 every day, that’s
money. If that’s the case, it is always good to save going to add up and that’s where you could actufor later. Rodriguez advised students to get Auto- ally save some money.”
Debit on a checking account, so that the money
Rodriguez also said to consolidate any loans
goes into the student’s account instead of in a because this will give the student the opportunity
check written to the student.
to put it in one loan and make one payment to one
She said students will then have more control lender.
over their spending habits.
It is recommended that students make some
“The first thing some students do is reserve a payments while still in school. For subsidized
room for spring break,” Rodriguez said. “That Stafford loans, the government pays the interest.
money has to be available [for school related Any payments made now will be paying off some
spending].”
of the principal amount.
Students should also be careful when applying
In the case of unsubsidized Stafford loans,

payments made now will be paying off the interest. Rodriguez explained this is still a good idea
because it will get rid of the interest. Repayment
after graduation means that students will have to
pay the principal.
“If you could pay off your loan before the
given time that you’re allowed, [that’s] even better,” Rodriguez said, “You’re saving yourself that
interest. So I do recommend that they make payments before hand if they have that available to
them.”
Students are given a six-month grace period
after graduation. Dropping below a half-time student status or dropping out of school means kicking into the grace period and having to pay back
the loan.
It is always a good idea to pay more than the
minimum amount for loans. The minimum is
mostly paying for the interest and it’s not paying
off the principal balance. Usually the minimum is
$50, but it may be more depending on how much
money was initially borrowed.
“If you’re in a financial situation you can’t figure out, there are always avenues to help you,”
Rodriguez said. “Like I said before, don’t spend
more than what you make.”
Porfirio Rivera, a junior finance major at
UTPA, is worried about what’s going to happen after he graduates. Although he receives
financial aid, it doesn’t cover all of his school
expenses. He still needs a loan.
“You don’t want to get too far into debt
with all the loans because, once you graduate,
you’re not working for yourself anymore,”
said Rivera. “You’re working to pay back
everything you owe.”He also said that he is
satisfied with the aid he’s receiving. Though,
like many students, he has to work. And most
of his money goes to paying for books and
gas. “It’s expensive. I guess, I look at the long
run,” Rivera said. “It’s like an investment
towards the future.”

Mail service veterans bid farewell to UTPA
He remembers his first day of
work at Mail Services.
“I was told we had to wear rubber
The University of Texas-Pan boots to work. Because of the conAmerican bids farewell to two of its stant downpour, the basement where
most valuable employees this semes- we worked was flooded.”
Ponce said he has had some wild
ter. Without them, UTPA can only
hope the mail gets delivered on time. mishaps over the years.
“Once I was delivering mail to the
Mail carriers Homer Ponce and
Manuel Rodriguez are retiring after temporary units and when I turned
the corner, a steer
nearly 75 years of
was
headed
combined service.
straight towards
Ponce came to Q “Once you have a
me with a cowboy
work for UTPA diploma, no one can
behind him. The
Mail Services in
university had a
1975 after working take that away from
of open land
as a physical therayou, the sky’s the limit.” lot
back then,” said
py aide. He and his
- Manuel Rodriguez Ponce. “I dropped
co-workers were
everything I was
stationed in the
basement of the old Administration carrying and ran into one of the temBuilding and delivered mail to cam- porary units. I told the secretary, but
pus from the old Edinburg Post she didn’t believe me until she
looked outside.”
Office.
Rodriguez began his university
Ponce even delivered payroll
checks back in the ‘70s, unlike today career in 1958 when he attended
when that is handled by Payments what was then called Pan American
and Collections. Times may have College.
Majoring in history, Manuel
changed, but Ponce remembers what
it was like to work the mail route worked to further his education until
without the help of computers or he went to work as a service station
attendant in Edinburg. Later,
high-tech equipment.
By JEANETTE FERRY-GOMEZ
The Pan American

Rodriguez worked as a security
guard at a c-ration supplier. But in
1970, he returned to Pan American
and began work with General
Services, becoming a jack-of-alltrades handy man and maintenance

professional.
“Lupe Rodriguez, my supervisor,
called
me
Meme,
which
is short for Manuel,” Rodriguez reminisced.
He worked at a time when com-

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
END OF THE ROAD - Ponce and Rodriguez, two mail service veterans, were
honored at an Aug. 31 reception in UTPA’s Visitors Center.

puters were not yet mainstream, and
he delivered the mail without the
help of complex machines.
“Everything was in my head,”
said Rodriguez.
Rodriguez worked picking cotton
as a child and moved with his family
around
the
United States to places like Oregon,
California, and Washington. He said
it was this grueling task that gave
him a firm sense of work ethic. Even
after injuring his shoulder on the job,
he kept working.
Rodriguez plans to work in the
future, insisting retirement is not the
end of the world. He hopes to work
on cars, fixing engines and getting
his hands dirty, something he never
had time for in his busy years working for Mail Services.
“God put me in this,” said
Rodriguez, who is grateful for
UTPA’s continued support of his
family. His wife, Linda, and daughter, Amanda Marie, both graduated
cum laude.
“Once you have a diploma, no
one can take that away from you, the
sky’s the limit,” said Rodriguez.
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Scorcher: debasing women and peddling
car parts since 2000
By DAVID RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American
For the
last month or
so, promotions for The
Scorcher have
been so ubiquitous
that
even if you
did actually
live under the proverbial rock you
still would have probably been handed a flier telling you, in no uncertain
terms, that if you missed this year’s
excitement-packed event you should
probably just take your own life. It
was going to be that exciting.
So I went. I figured anything so
vigorously cross-publicized and
hyped had to live up to its billing.
Honestly, how could I pass up the
chance to see AC/DC, Metallica, and
U2 tribute bands? Would I ever be able
to forgive myself if I missed the
Miller Lite Bikini Contest, not to
mention the crowning of Miss RGV
Magazine? Plus, there was a chance I
might meet a wrestler.
I paid the 15 bucks, put on my
glow-in-the-dark Lance Armstrong-

inspired plastic bracelet, and strolled
in even more confident than before
that I was going to be treated to a veritable carnival of diverse amusements rivaling…well, anything, if
the commercials were true.
After strolling through the parking lot of the Dodge Arena for about
20 minutes, I started to get a little
concerned. I hadn’t
seen one wrestler
and
absolutely
nothing resembling
a bikini. But I did
see a lot of car
parts. I probably
saw more rims in
half an hour than
Shaquille O’Neal
sees all season
long. There were shiny ones, round
ones....that’s pretty much it. The rims
kinda looked all the same. There
were also a lot of speakers.
But I still didn’t put two and two
together until I was standing in front
of some guy who was holding a running chain saw stained with fake
blood while he offered to sell me a
hearse for $1,500. It was then that I
realized that perhaps this whole thing

was retail-related. I started to actually look around and pretty much every
booth was selling something, every
poster was pitching some product,
including the ever-present banners
proclaiming, “Here’s Omar.” I had to
read closely to find out Omar was
Hidalgo County District Clerk Omar

Guerro, who apparently is up for reelection.
I walked around outside a bit
longer and saw what was described
in my Scorcher 2005 Pocket Guide
as the “Auto Expo.” I’ve gotta say I
really wasn’t that impressed. Yeah,
the orange General Lee-type Charger
was cool, but a lot of the cars were
just plastic tuner specials. I’m sure
you’ve seen them. Big speakers.

Neon. Vinyl designs on the doors. It
didn’t really get me going. From my
experience these are the cars that cut
me off while racing each other or
give me the finger at stoplights when
I happen to glance over. Very few of
the cars showed any kind of pride in
automotive history or unique style. If
I had a chunk of
money I suppose I could put
Chinese characters on my
Taurus, but that
wouldn’t really
convince me I
should charge
people to see it.
I
went
inside thinking
that things may
be a bit different or, at the very least,
there would be air-conditioning. I
found a seat just in time to see
Paradise City, the Guns and Roses
tribute band. They didn’t get all the
words of “Welcome to the Jungle”
right, they didn’t play “November
Rain” or “Civil War,” and they
weren’t even drunk! About the only
Guns and Roses-esque aspects about
them were the lead singer’s leather

pants and when he asked if anybody
had any weed. I’m sure Omar loved
that. Perhaps he was too busy elsewhere kissing bikini-models’
babies.
Next came the Miller Lite
Bikini Finals featuring three girls,
two blondes and a brunette, who
were dead-set on out-raunching
each other. They each had a chance
to show their pretty similar qualities. This consisted of turning their
backs to the audience and gyrating
like they were on top of a classic
Impala in a 50 Cent video. The
brunette never had a chance.
Don’t mistake me for a prude. I
just don’t see how anybody could
come away from the entire spectacle
thinking they had gotten their
money’s worth. I essentially paid 15
bucks to be assaulted by every prurient interest known to man, pandered
to by a politician whose qualifications and platform were never
explained, bilked by local vendors
and flesh peddlers - and the former
tragically outnumbered the latter!
How about some substance? I don’t
need poetry, just something that
doesn’t essentially amount to window shopping.
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New regulations demand healthy food
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American

Vending machines packed
with sodas and candies will no
longer line the hallways of many
schools across the Valley. With the
beginning of a new school year, the
battle against child obesity continues with state health legislation
limiting foods of minimal nutritional value.
Schools across Texas are
offering fruit and vegetable tastetesting sessions, and a new “Virtual
Cafeteria” is available in a Dallas
school district where users look at
what’s being served each day and
are given nutritional information
on each meal, while many Valley
schools are simply sticking to the
strict guidelines set by the state.
Laura S. Villarreal, from the
Region One Education Service
Center helps monitor child nutrition programs at school districts to
ensure they are following the Texas
Department of Agriculture guidelines. According to Villarreal, carbonated drinks, chewing gum and
certain candies are not allowed at
any time during the school day at
elementary schools, only after
lunch for middle schools, and not
during meal periods in high
schools.
“No deep fat frying is
allowed,” she explained. “French
fries fall under this guideline; they
may not exceed 3 ounces and may

only be served once a week at elementary school and three times a
week at middle schools.”
Sodas have also been booted
out with schools only being
allowed to sell 100 percent juice
and water, and this includes vending machines and fundraisers by
organizations.
Texas has not been the only
state with such strict guidelines;
many others have mobilized to
replace high-fat, high-sugar foods
and drinks with healthier choices in
vending machines and cafeteria
food. Many of them have set limits
to elementary schools and middle
schools, but give high schools
more leeway.
“I think it’s a good idea,”
David Salazar, sophomore kinesiology major said. “My little sister
goes to Mission Junior High
School and is a picky eater; we
know now that she isn’t being
allowed to stuff herself with Coke
and candy all day.”
With children having two
meals a day at schools, the increase
in legislation to provide healthier
meals is hoping to confront the
child obesity problem in Texas.
Being overweight increases a
person’s risk of heart disease,
stroke, high blood pressure, type II
diabetes, certain cancers, and other
serious medical conditions that
impact quality of life and have significant financial consequences for
the healthcare system. With so

many consequences, it’s the disease itself that has some concerned.
“An epidemic of obesity has
become one of the most important
health problems facing Texas
today. Its prevalence is growing
rapidly,” said Diana Garcia,
regional nutritionist for the Texas

Department of State Health Service
and former UTPA graduate.
According to the Texas
Department of Agriculture the economic costs of overweight and
obese Texans during 2001 was an
estimated $10.5 billion. This
includes direct healthcare costs,
such as medicine and hospital
stays, and indirect costs, such as
loss of productivity and wages due
to illness and death.
If the increasing prevalence of
overweight and obesity persists,

the annual costs associated with
excess weight in Texas are projected to reach $15.6 billion by 2010
and could skyrocket to $39 billion
by the year 2040.
“Schools can provide a focal
point for preventing or reducing
risky health behaviors and for promoting healthy ones,” Garcia
added.
School nutrition is extremely
important because healthy kids
learn better, miss less school, present fewer behavioral problems,
have better attitudes, stay in school
and have a better chance of being
healthier and more productive
adults, she said.
However, unlike elementary,
middle and high schools, universities such as UTPA do not have any
state requirements on nutrition.
This leaves the choices up to students and staff according to Jesse
Pisors, general manager for
Sodexho.
“Outside of food safety and
sanitation codes, I am not aware of
any state regulations that govern
what food choices we offer on
campus,” Pisors said. “However, if
such regulations existed, our goal
would be to exceed any state
requirements for nutrition on college campuses.”
According to Pisors, in order
for new menus to be developed,
students must make their voices
heard. Menus are built based on
student’s preferences as indicated

through direct comments to staff,
twice-yearly customer satisfaction
surveys, the Foodservice Advisory
Committee, and many menu
options based on Sodexho's market
study of what students would like
to see served on their campuses.
“In response to students' and
staff members' requests, we are
increasing the number of vegetarian options available in the
Cafeteria,” Pisors said. “Many of
those who request vegetarian
options have told us that they are
motivated by health concerns.”
Sodexho is also considering
implementing a healthy-dining
emphasis program for the Cafeteria
within the next few months, and
with the demand of more vegetarian food and good prices, staff and
students should consider staying on
campus for lunch more often.
“Most students or staffs leave
campus for lunch [to] eat fast
food,” Pisors said.
For $5.25, UTPA’s Cafeteria
offers all-you-can-eat and drink
salad bar, deli, hot and cold vegetables, whole and fresh-cut fruit, and
hot main courses.
“I have to think that these
options are better than most that
you will get for $5.25 on
University Drive,” said Pisors. “In
addition, our food is healthier, and
you don't have to walk across campus to your hot car, lose your parking place and then fight traffic to
leave and to come back.”
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Celebrating years of conjunto
By KRISTINA GARCIA-CORRAL
The Pan American
SAN BENITO - Time to roll out tradition
and teach the young how it’s done.
On the weekend of Sept. 16-18, the Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center (NMCAC) in
San Benito will be holding the 14th Annual
Narciso Martinez Conjunto Festival, a threeday event celebrating Texas-Mexico conjunto
music.
Sponsored by Miller Lite, the San Benito
Chamber of Commerce, Su Clinica Familiar
and the City of San Benito, the event will
include live music, dancing, food, and drinks.
There will be a $2 cover for adults, and children
under the age of 12 get in free.
The NMCAC is a cultural arts center that
focuses on Latino heritage shown through
music, theater, film, dance, art and literacy programs. The namesake is the father of conjunto

music, Narciso Martinez, a San Benito native.
Martinez is best known for his unique style,
using the accordion and the bajo sexto twelvestring guitar in the 1930s. He has
influenced so many through the years
and continues to do so to this day.
“If people want to show someone
from outside the Valley, or want to
teach their children about local history and culture, this festival is the perfect opportunity,” said Cristina Balli,
who works at the NMCAC.
The founders of the Narciso
Martinez Cultural Arts Center and the
festival are very particular about
showcasing the most traditional conjunto music.
The style of music came about
largely because of working-class people of the region. It is a great mixture

of cultures and a big part of our folklore.
“It's about family, where we came from, and
all that is important in life,” said Arturo

Balderrama, who represents Bene Medina y Su
Conjunto through his company, Puro Conjunto
Productions.
“This is our heritage in song and we
must never let it die.”
Bene Medina y Su Conjunto is just
one of the bands that will be performing at the festival, to entertain and to
teach.
“It is through performances by the
older generation that a love of conjunto
music will be born in the younger generation. It is that younger generation
that will keep our heritage alive,” said
Balderrama.
For those interested in volunteering,
contact Cristina Balli at 956-361-0110.
For vendors, there are booths available
on a first-come, first-serve basis. Call
Yolanda Lopez at 956-571-3325.

Culture head is UTPA grad A ‘creative’ summer tradition
ing by the Sal Del Rey salt lake, which stretches across 530 acres and is only four miles east of
281 in Hidalgo County close to McAllen.
The point of growing up and going to college
For most students the search for their dream
is to find out the kind of job or career that you job can sometimes seem harder than deciding on
want to pursue and of course while trying out a major in the first place. However, Marroquin
several different options during this time one is has combined her skills with a fulfilling job.
eventually bound to stick. Naturally after gradu“Everyday is different, there is always someating everyone hopes to land his or her dream
thing new to learn," Marroquin said.
job.
“I get to meet all kinds of interesting
The latest addition to the McAllen
people. Plus, doing things for the
Chamber of Commerce is Nohemi
community is very rewarding. In
Marroquin, who is the new special
addition, there is a lot of potential for
event coordinator. The Donna High
growth in the festival and hospitality
School and University of Texas-Pan
industry.”
American graduate received a marketMarroquin credits UTPA and the
ing degree in 2004 with a minor in
education she received there for her
advertising/public relations.
MARROQUIN
rewarding new career.
“I organize and implement all facets
“Professors like Dr. William
of special event projects such as the Texas Thompson, Dr. Gilberto De los Santos, Dr.
Tropics Nature Festival, Monterrey Birding and Nasif, Dr. Angela Hausman, Dr. Susan Jarvis,
Nature Festival, Candlelight Posada, Wild Walk Dr. Martin Feinberg, Dr. Chiquan Guo, Dr.
Outdoor Adventure, Great Outdoors Nature David Sturges and Mr. Richard Shell were
Series and Wilderness School to name a few,” superb. I really enjoyed my business classes
said Marroquin
with them,” Marroquin said.
These are only a few of the events that will
“In addition, I have a great fondness and
be held this year. Most of her job has to do with appreciation for Dr. Salma Ghanem, Dr.
nature events. Marroquin also represents the Kimberly Selber, Mrs. Jackie Nirenberg and Mr.
Valley at most nature conferences and assists the Robert Hays from the Communication
McAllen Convention and Visitor’s Bureau with Department. They were instrumental in getting
its events.
my minor.”
Some of her first big projects will commence
And vice versa. Though many students come
next month.
and go with lightning speed, some are not easi“Right now I’m working on two events for ly forgotten.
the month of October,” Marroquin said. “The
“She was a great student,” said Ghanem,
first one is called Wild Walk Outdoor chair of the Communication Department. “I
Adventure. It takes place Oct. 6 and 7 at Archer remember her as being a very good
Park, and focuses on teaching elementary chil- student…very involved and reliable.”
dren about the sciences through hands on activGhanem also said that Marroquin was very
ities and interactive presentations.”
qualified for the job and its no surprise that she
The other event is called “wilderness received it.
school,” Oct. 22-23, where adults and children
“Our students do very well,” Ghanem said.
will learn about survival skills and enjoy camp- “I don’t expect anything less of our them.”
By KRISTINA GARCIA-CORRAL
The Pan American

dents end up publishing the pieces they write
while enrolled.
Saldana makes sure to be straight with his
The English Department has added a little
more creativity to its summer course schedule. students.
“I have tried to be as honest as possible
The Creative Writing Institute, initiated by
about
the subject of making money off of writDr. Steven Schneider, department chair, and Dr.
ing,”
he
said. “It's nearly impossible to make a
Rene Saldana, has been offered the last three
living
off
our crafts. We do it because we want
summers to students, faculty and anyone else
to. Every one of us who's
who is interested.
The Institute is a 3-hour  “It's nearly impossi- taught at the Institute
course and is offered to both ble to make a living off works a full-time job and
as well.”
graduates and undergradu- our crafts.
We do it writes
Both
Schneider and
ates, with various teachers because we want to.”
Saldana
have
presented
around the Valley participat- Dr. Rene Saldana, their published works at
ing.
Institute founder the Institute. Schneider
“We had a grant this year
from Humanities Texas to run workshops in does poetry writing while Saldana writes ficconjunction with the institute for public school tion. Working alongside them this summer was
teachers in the Rio Grande Valley,” Schneider special guest author Richard Yañez, the author
said. “We also had a private contribution from of a collection of stories called “El Paso del
Norte.”
Clark Chevrolet to support the program.”
“He hung out with our students, read over
The class ran for three weeks during the first
summer school session. For one week, the stu- their work, critiqued it, and hung out with them
dents sat in on panels and readings. In the some more,” Saldana related. “Students have
morning there were workshops on poetry or had nothing but good things to say about how
fiction. Following these workshops were pub- he contributed to the success of the program.”
Schneider says he hopes future events
lishing panels in the afternoon. In the evening
include
a part of the program for high school
readings by guests, faculty and students were
students,
and he hopes to construct a master’s
offered.
“This last year, the course lasted three degree in creative writing at UTPA. He also
weeks,” said Saldana. “One week was actual wants to add non-fiction writing to the Institute.
“Proof of success is that long after the
in-class work (writing/reading/etc.), and two
Institute,
students keep showing up at my office
weeks were meeting individually with students,
or
via
e-mail
telling of how their writing is
making the editing process more intimate and
coming
along,”
said Saldana. “I love hearing
real. At the end of the three weeks, students
students
still
talking
about that story they wrote
turned in a revised manuscript of poems or fica few months ago, what progress they've made,
tion. This worked out really well.”
According to Schneider it’s an intensive but that they're still concerned about making their
successful program. He says some of his stu- writing better.”
By MEREDITH LAGRONE
The Pan American

S

we were at the house alone,” said Mejia. “And she
swore she heard someone laughing in the bathroom
when we were the only ones there.”
Frank Calvillo also had a frightening experience
where he was staying.
“It actually started on the first morning.” Calvillo
said. “I woke up, and I heard what I thought was a
woman screaming. I was sort of skeptical because
there were seagulls around. When I actually heard a
seagull, that wasn’t it. I couldn’t sleep because I kept
hearing it over and over again.”
Amy Alamia stayed on the top floor of their cottage, next to an old nursery.
“My roommate and I were taking a nap. The other
people staying there were going to the market to get
food, but we decided to stay there,” said Alamia. “We
heard someone trying to open the door, but everyone
else was outside! We didn’t stay in that room anymore.”
Alamia had another scary experience the last
morning of their trip.
“It was four o’clock in the morning when we were
leaving,” Alamia said. “I went into the nursery to get
my coat. It was all the way in the back of the room,
and when I got there, I turned around, and I saw the
door shutting slowly. I screamed and ran out of there
so fast. I was like, ‘Ohmigosh! My ghost is saying
goodbye to me!’”
The trip was not all ghosts and spirits, though.
Vampires were involved, too.
The students went to study the part of “Dracula”
that takes place in Whitby, chapters five through eight
of the book.

England, France, Germany,
Italy and Vietnam. Those are
just a few of the countries students can choose from if they
would like to go overseas to further their studies.
The Office of International
Programs held its first orientation for the Study Abroad
Program on Tuesday. At the
meeting a short slide show featuring countries such as Canada,
China, India and different places
in Europe was shown and presentations from individuals who
participated in the program
were given. An overview over the
many different opportunities
available was also presented.
Studying abroad is open to
all students with at least 30
hours of credits. All majors are
welcome. There are over 40 different institutions located all
around the world to choose
from.
If students are worried
about the financial costs, the
Office has provided several
financial assistance and scholarship opportunities. One scholarship, the Gilman Scholarship
provides up to $5,000 for a
semesters worth of study.
The next meeting will be
held on Oct. 4 at noon in HSC
1.402.
Interested students need
only to go by the Office of
International Programs and
pick up information. It is located
in COAS 125. Their phone number is 381-3572. Information is
also
available
online
at
www.panam.edu/dept/internationalprograms.

UTPA’S EVER
PRESENT
OPPORTUNITIES
TO STUDY
ABROAD
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ambiance.”
Not every student was in agreement about how
the class was run, however.
“We didn’t get the chance to explore as much
because we ended up having to read a little more than
we thought,” said Mejia. “We thought we were going
to be discussing the book, helping the sophomore
class. We ended up having to take the quizzes, and the
second book was 400 pages. We had to read that in
five days. It was kind of a slap in the face because we
didn’t think we were going to have to do that.”
In addition to the reading, the juniors also had to
submit written work suitable for publication. Alamia
wrote a children’s book called “Brammy the
Vampire.”
“It’s trying to tell the story of Dracula with kids’
steps,” she said.
Mejia and Calvillo both wrote original short fiction works with vampires tied into the story. Eight of
the students chose to write academic papers, which
were all chosen to be presented at the Midwest
Popular Culture Association’s conference in St. Louis
in October, said Vielma.
Seven of the students are attending and received
full funding for the trip. Two are sitting on a panel
with Vielma called “The Interconnectedness of
Dracula and Lord of the Rings.” Four more are participating in the “Transformational Powers within
Stoker’s ‘Dracula’” panel.
“It is harder to get funding for undergraduate
research,” said Vielma. “The chair of our department,
Dr. Steven Schneider, has been extremely helpful in
getting these programs off the ground and getting
these kids funding.”
The trip to Whitby was a success all around, and
Vielma said the students had no problem producing
outstanding work.
“These papers are just stellar,” she said.
Vielma also hopes to include a Victorian horror
class and a Transylvania trip in the Study Abroad
program.

-Barbara Vielma, English adviser

Q “The ones that stayed in the house
where there were ghosts all slept in
the same bed together because they
were so scared.”

The class met for three to four hours a day in a
centralized location. The students in the junior level
part of the class also had to submit written work suitable for publication.
“The study abroad trip was really amazing. We
had class every day, but it was flexible, so we could
also do what we wanted,” said Alamia.
Calvillo agreed.
“She [Vielma] let us have class at the pub, at the
graveyard; she was cool about where we had class,”
said Calvillo. “She wanted us to get as much out of the
area as possible. She didn’t want us just to go read a
book in a room; she wanted us to absorb the
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igning up for an English class at The
University of Texas-Pan American might
get one more than they bargained for.
Sometimes the material in class starts to
appear in real life.
During the May mini-semester, 15
students from the English Department and student
adviser Barbara Vielma experienced “Dracula” up
close and personal in the small town of Whitby,
England.
The class was for three hours’ credit and was
offered as an English course at the sophomore and
junior levels.
“The students got to experience the real England
on this trip,” said Vielma. “It wasn’t like London,
where there are so many cultures; we were the only
Americans there. Any other tourists there were actually from other parts of England.
“The town was so out of touch that I actually had
to go part of the way up the cliff and sit on the
doorstep of a house that was for sale just to get a wireless Internet connection.”
England was not the only thing the students got to
experience.
“There were many paranormal experiences on this
trip,” Vielma said. “The students heard piano music
when there were no pianos in the house. Some of them
heard doorknobs rattling. The first night we were
there, the ones that stayed in the house where there
were ghosts all slept in the same bed together because
they were so scared.”
Monica Mejia is one of those students.
“The person who was staying with me, Melissa,
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The Scorcher delivers a slew of hot events
By OMAR RODRIGUEZ
The Pan American

A large postcard was displayed at the
entrance of The Scorcher. For a dollar, one
When you consider the amount of partici- could sign the postcard, which would be sent
pants and the amount of man hours that go into out as a letter saying that the people of the Rio
creating large events that will attract thousands Grande care about our fellow Americans. All
of people, it is hard to fathom how much coop- donations would go to a relief fund for the sureration it must have taken to create the incredi- viving victims of Hurricane Katrina. By the end
of the day, this 14-by-22-ft. postcard scarcely
ble event known simply as The Scorcher.
had a white spot
The Scorcher
across it.
provided a venue
The Scorcher
for enthusiasts of
Torture
was
different natures
another event
has they gaththat was built for
ered this past
a good cause and
weekend in a
turned out huncelebration of
dreds of riders
freedom. The
for a forty mile
moments that
bike race to
were gained will
Progresso and
create an impact
back to Hidalgo.
for all those who
The
event
carry a sense of
served as a fund
self and worth.
This event
Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American raiser for Lauren
Lopez from Rio
had it all. It THEY CALL HIM “TRAILER TRASH” - Jeff Winsted
Grande
City.
began with a gets killer air during an impressive display.
This young child
tribute to the
9/11 tragedy. An assembly of fire engines lined suffers from cancer and all the entry fees went
the Dodge Arena in Hidalgo, and as their sirens directly to her family. Local bike rider Tino
Gomez of Team McAllen participated in the
rang with reckless abandon.
Director of The Scorcher, Marc Fantich said fund raiser.
“It was hot and pretty exhausting but you
in his opening speech, “We have a new 9/11…a
new baby has dropped in the well…and that is could tell everyone was happy to be a part of it,”
Gomez said.
Hurricane Katrina.”

There were a number of bands that played,
The Bikini Contest and RGV Magazine
such as Division 623, who started the day off on Beauty contest were big hits that, and along
the outside stage and then played during the with a surprise appearance by the Apollo Male
lunch hour on the main stage as a flurry of beach dancers, sent the arena floor into an uproar.
balls were dropped from a corner press box. The
The tribute bands of AC/DC, Metallica and
band has just finished the Warp Tour and now U2 closed out the evening as they churned out
were hoping to get some local exposure. Their hit after hit for the audience to sing along to.
music can be found on myspace.com.
“The day was awesome, we had everyone
The custom car show proved a to be a popu- working together and we pulled it off,” said
lar event, as car clubs have sprouted in the Rio Israel Beer, back stage director and staff memGrande Valley. This event gave them a platform. ber of RGV Magazine, at the end of the night.
Joel G. Flores Jr., accepted the second place tro- “Not a second was wasted.”
phy in the Classic Car division for his father.
With the number of people involved that
“Yeah, it’s a 1936 Plymoth and when my would seem to be a rather large task.
dad got it four months ago it was junk,” Flores
said. “Now, after all
the time he put into it,
he gets a true sense of
satisfaction.”
Celebrity sightings were part of the
mix as well with
Kane and Mike Foley
from WWE signing
autographs to a couple of hundred lucky
fans who made it out
early. Zague, the
Mexican National
“Futbol” Team superstar was on hand, as
was Telemundo stars
Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
Luisa Frenanda and MUSICE FOR THE MASSES - Solarium, one of the many bands
Esteban Arce.
to perform, rocked the main stage of this year’s Scorcher.

Former UTPA student/superhero?
By CLARALEXIS RIOS
The Pan American

Melissa Martinez/The Pan American
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT - Arlene Garcia, Sherray Maldonado and Lorena
Lopez are music majors who participate in the UTPA Mariachi program. They will be
performing in a concert to benefit the Hurricane Katrina relief effort on Saturday, Sept.
17 at 2 p.m. Other performers include the UTPA Salsa Band and the Mariachi Los
Arrieros. Following the concert, the UTPA Salsa Band will perform in the Fine Arts
courtyard. Admission is $5 with ALL funds collected going to the American Red Cross.
For more information or special accommodations, call (956) 381-3471.

Latino comic book illustrator Richard
Dominguez’s character, El Gato Negro, will
appear in Baldo comics for an 11-day series
from Sept. 19-29 during Hispanic Heritage
Month.
During this series, the comic strip’s main
character, 15-year-old Baldo Bermudez, will
have his world turned upside down when he
becomes the famed comic book hero’s sidekick. As his second, Dominguez’s version of
Baldo will help El Gato Negro fight crime
and chase villains while wearing his own costume and driving his own custom-made
Baldo-mobile.
Baldo is written by Hector Cantú, an editor at Quick, the Dallas Morning News
tabloid for younger readers. It is drawn by
Carlos Castellanos, an illustrator living in
West Palm Beach.
It is the first nationally syndicated comic
strip featuring a Latino American family, is
seen in more than 200 newspapers around the
nation, including The Monitor, The
Washington Post and The Miami Herald.
Dominguez explains how they will turn
this idea of collaboration into reality.
“One day, when Hector and I were having
our usual get-togethers we both joked around
saying, ‘wouldn’t it be cool if Baldo met El
Gato Negro?’” he said.
“El Gato Negro had been an established
character already in the comic book industry,
Azteca Productions (my publishing company)
since 1993. Both Hector and I said to ourselves, ‘Hey! Let’s make it happen!’”

El Gato Negro is Francisco “Panchito”
Guerrero, a UTPA alumni and South Texas
social worker by day, and a crime fighter by
night. Rather than using superpowers, El
Gato Negro relies on his intellect and the
advice of his grandfather, Agustine “Gus”
Guerrero, a masked Mexican wrestler-turnedadventurer. He handed the “mantle” down to
his grandson to carry on the “El Gato Negro
legacy,” to bring ‘bad luck’ to those who do
evil.
“He does have ‘superpowers’...it’s all in
his heart,” Dominguez said. “But really, he’s
a normal human being like you and me but
physically fit, and an expert in hand-to-hand
combat; he has mastered many fighting styles
in the Martial Arts.”
While Dominguez was in college, he drew
El Gato Negro and founded Azteca
Productions in 1993 to help launch the series.
The first edition sold all 5,000 copies within
two months, which was quicker than any Xmen comic at the time.
El Gato Negro returned this January after
a seven-year hiatus. Dominguez has appeared
on a television program called Latin Nation,
and said that a movie version of El Gato
Negro is under way.
Examples of his work can be seen at
www.azteca-productions.com.
UTPA Systems Librarian Virginia Gause
gave a positive opinion about the collaboration.
“I think it is fantastic,” she said. “El Gato
Negro represents UTPA and he is a person
who does a lot of good in this world and is
interested in social justice.”
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Online school similar
to traditional version
By AMANDA LAMAS
The Pan American
Imagine completing a whole semester of
class work and gaining credit hours without ever having to leave the comfort of
home. For many students, this is reality
thanks to online courses offered by UTPA.
First introduced in the late 1990s, online
courses are becoming a popular alternative
for many busy students.
Marla Garza, a single parent and full-time
employee of the State of Texas, has completed many credit hours over the Internet and
found them to be very convenient.
“I have benefited a lot from these
courses because of my schedule, because
of my child.” Garza said. “I strongly recommend Internet courses to people.”
However, students have to be disciplined. In the absence of a live lecture, reading all of the professor’s notes is essential.
According to Dr. Mark Glazer, anthropology professor at UTPA, the course
work for online courses depends on the
actual class.
“In some courses, the content between
my online classes and lecture classes are
the same, and therefore exams are basically the same,” said Glazer
One of the problems with online courses
is that students do not go to class every
other day like a regular class. As a result,

they are missing out on work or on the
quality of the class.
According to Glazer, however, students
learn just as much online as they would in the
classroom. He added that in general, online
courses have the same material but are not for
the student that wants to fly through the
semester.
“I would have to say that it is basically the
same thing, but more work because you don’t
get to go to class and there is no lecture,”
Garza said. “It is a lot more work, but it’s
worth it.”
Furthermore, online classes don’t just benefit the students.
“Although you need to be online numerous
times during the day, I like teaching online
because there is a certain amount of freedom
in doing it,” Glazer explained. “What I miss is
the human contact of being in class with students.”
Online courses are a new innovation in the
education system and so far, there have been
few complaints.
Online classes make it possible to take
more hours for those students that are usually
in a predicament when it comes to time and
transportation.
UTPA currently offers three online
degree programs: master’s in business
administration, master’s in kinesiology and
a bachelor’s in accounting, as well as various other classes.
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SMALL BUSINESS
treated as an S corporation, which means they are
only subject to taxation at the shareholder level.
However, if small firms fail to make an election,
they will be treated as a C corporation – they are
generally larger - and are subject to taxation at
both the corporate and shareholder level.
For firms that wait until the tax return filing
deadline, their election will be applied to the next
year’s tax return. Therefore, many small businesses force themselves to be taxed as a C corporation
for at least one additional year.
Doggett proposes in the Tax Simplification Act
to allow a small business corporation to elect to be
treated as an S corporation up until the date it files
its first S corporation tax return. This would
improve their chances of avoiding double taxation
on both the corporate and shareholder level.
Another burden small firms face is payroll
deposit tax penalties. A penalty is imposed by the
Internal Revenue Service on employers who fail
to deposit employment taxes within the time and
in the required manner prescribed under the law.
The penalty ranges from two to 10 percent of the
underpayment, depending on how late the mandatory deposit is.
The Tax Simplification Act will modify the
law so that firms that deposit payroll in a timely
manner, not intentionally neglect responsibilities,
but fail to make the deposits in the prescribed
manner, will not be subject to the penalty.
However, they must prove it before they are
released from these penalties. The bill also states
that under no event shall the penalty exceed two
percent in these circumstances.
Married couples that jointly own unincorporated businesses often file their income tax on the
Sole Proprietorship tax form because it is less
complicated than the paperwork for a partnership.

continued from page 3

However, these types of businesses are subject to
penalties for not complying with the partnership
tax return requirements.
Under the Sole Proprietorship form, the couple
must report all income from the business under the
name of one spouse. This ultimately means that
one spouse gets credit for paying Social Security
and Medicare taxes, and the other spouse will be
ineligible for Medicare and other benefits.
In the case of a divorce, to substantiate his or
her interest in the business, the spouse that did not
use their name to report taxes will have to prove
that the tax return filed was inaccurate.
The solution according to the Small Business
Tax Simplification Act would allow married couples operating a business as co-owners to use a
simpler tax form, and both owners would get credit for paying Social Security and Medicare taxes.
Congressman Velasquez, a huge supporter of
this bill, commented in a press release that it is difficult for small businesses under current legislation.
“Given the current figures and practices,
regardless of all the Bush administration’s rosy
rhetoric, the reality is that small businesses continue to struggle to receive fair treatment in the federal marketplace,” Velasquez said. “In the end, this
is not just bad for small business, but most of all it
is bad for the taxpayer who loses out on the quality products at affordable prices that this nation’s
small firms provide.”
Correa, who owns Planet Dollar, experienced
firsthand the unfair penalties small businesses are
forced to face.
“Now I am being charged again for that late
payment,” he lamented. “There is a real lack of
communication in the offices. I will not pay for
their mistakes.”

Calendar of Events
September 15
Deadline to apply for May 2006
graduation at the Office of
Records and Administration
Co-ed Pool Tournament
Student Union Game Room
3:30 p.m
Diez y Seis de Septiembre
Celebration
University Library Auditorium
Noon
Involvement Fair
South Quad
11:30 -1 p.m
M.F.A. Art Exhibit - Anna Marie
Salinas
University Gallery

September 16
Diez y Seis de Septiembre
Fiesta
The Quad
11:30 -1

Grant Writing for Non-profits
ITT building
9-4:30 p.m

September 17
Benefit Concert for Katrina
Relief Effort
All funds collected will be donated
to the American Red Cross.
Fine Arts Auditorium
2 p.m.
C.H.I.C. College Harvest In
Christ
Central Christian Church Family
Life Center
1320 Nolana, McAllen
7 p.m.

September 19
Career Placement Services
Workshop - Quick Steps;
Résumé Critique – Tables will be
at buildings – COBA, COAS,
SBS, ENGR – for a chance to get
your résumés reviewed by experts
10 - 2 p.m

September 20
Career Placement Services
Workshop - Networking and
Interviewing Skills: In the
Interview" will be presented by Dr.
Neal Rieke, assistant professor in
Department of Communications.
Business Administration
Room 111
Noon - 1 p.m.
Lady Bronc Volleyball
UTPA vs. Texas A&M International
University
UTPA Fieldhouse
7 p.m.

September 21
Career Placement Services
Workshop - Put Your Best Foot
Forward: “How to Prepare for a
Career” Fair
Student Union, Palmetto Room
noon -1 p.m.

Step Up To Your Health Lecture
University Ballroom
Noon
Air Hockey Tournament
Student Union, 2nd floor game
room
5 p.m

September 22
SGA State of the Union
Address
Student Union Theatre
4 p.m
Career Placement Services
Workshop - Quick Steps:
Résumé Critique – Tables will be
set up in the following buildings –
COBA, COAS, SBS, ENGR – for
students wanting their résumés
reviewed.
10 - 2 p.m.

September 26
HESTEC BEGINS
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ENROLLMENT continued from page 1
ment and student services, only 26 percent of
students at UTPA graduate within six years, a
number that he sees as unacceptable.
“That retention percent is an issue we want
to do better on,” McMillan said.
Retention of students is important because
of its numerous benefits, Edwards noted.
“From a business sense, it costs less to
retain a student than to go out and recruit a new
one,” he said.
In fact, according to Edwards, it costs up to
$500 to recruit each student. Another benefit to
retention comes when state funding is given.
“As students become upperclassmen and
begin to take upper-level courses, our funding
for that student increases,” Edwards said.
However, retention can backfire and actually cost the university money.
“The state is mandating students who
repeat courses,” McMillan said. “They want
to put a cap on the number of hours that a
student can have in order to complete a fouryear degree.”
The state mandates this by withholding
funding; an act that has a very negative effect
on students.
“This creates an unfair situation because
we have to pass on to our students a higher
tuition rate to cover the cost of their education,” McMillan said.
Overall enrollment also effects funding.
This year, it has risen from 17,030 to 17,091,
considerably less of an increase, percentagewise, than in recent years.
This doesn’t worry Edwards, however.
Next fall, students who have been working
with the GEAR UP program (designed to
prepare students for college) will be incoming freshman, bringing a batch of about
15,000 to 17,000 students who have been
groomed for college since middle school.
“We think that next fall we will have a
sizable increase in the number of freshman,”
Edwards said.
GOOD NEWS FOR STUDENTS
More people means students may be
spared having to pay more for education.
“It means they may not have tuition and
fees raised if we keep an enrollment growth
going,” Edwards said.
To keep up with this growth and the new
admissions requirements, the relatively new
Office of Undergraduate Admissions is reviewing all of processes to assure efficiency.
“As a department, we want to review
everything because we feel that it doesn’t matter how well we do things, we can always do
them better,” Williams said.
One way they plan to increase productivity
is by enhancing computer systems.
Currently, every time an application is
filled out by way of the Texas Common
Application, the office must manually type it
into their system. They are looking to make the
process an automatic one.
“What we hope to get to is that from the
point a student applies there at the computer,
within 24 hours that data would be in our system,” Williams said.
NEW PROBLEMS, NEW FUTURE
With the traffic the office has seen, they

need all the help they can get.
“We may have underestimated the
amount of work it requires to sit down and
talk to families, because the amount of space
that we set aside for the admissions office
and the size of the staff, to be honest with
you, were inadequate,” McMillan said.
But Williams said that to deal with the
overflow, they are training recruiters how to
work in the office and will also allow them to
better help students with questions.
“It’s a great opportunity for our
recruiters to go on the road and to be able to
tell students the process,” Williams said.
“And since they have seen it in action, they’ll
know exactly what that student has to do.”
Numbers show that this is a much-needed service. Of the over 7,000 entering freshman applications, 2,600 didn’t complete the
admissions process because of missing documents. A total of 786 students were denied
admission, and 29 appealed the decision.
But what raised questions were the 11
appeals that were granted admission. With
new people and an understaffed office, were
some students denied admission who should
have been allowed to enroll?
Williams says that she remains confident in the department, but does not dismiss
the possibility of mistakes.
“It doesn’t matter if a department has
been in existence for years or if your policies
have been around for years and years,”
Williams said. “We’re all human and we all
make mistakes.
She said that the department runs weekly error reports to make sure no gaffes were
made. But one questions remains, where do
those denied admission go?
According to McMillan, South Texas
College is best equipped for those students
who are not yet prepared for UTPA.
“The state of Texas allows community
colleges a wider range of developmental
courses,” McMillan said. “By law, they can
do more.”
That means that UTPA will have to offer
fewer developmental courses.
“The Math Department chairman told
me that he had to cancel some of his developmental courses because there weren’t
enough people to fill them,” Edwards said.
But this news is a good sign to Edwards,
since that means students are coming in better prepared for college level math.
“Our ACT score in the math portion of
the exam shows that we had a very sizable
increase,” he noted.
This also means that professors who
once taught developmental courses can
now teach core classes; smaller class sizes
may result.
“It’s better utilization of our faculty and
student time,” Edwards said.
These advances are a good sign for
UTPA, and Williams remarked that they do
not go unnoticed.
“This is really a very exciting time for
the university and anybody who is on this
campus because a lot of people, not just
around the state, but around the country are
looking to us to set precedents." Williams
said.

CLUBS continued from page 1
stages of manhood, learning responsibility and
proper comportment.
“This specific age group, male population, really needs something that’s going to
help them with their conflict resolution and
substance abuse,” Hernandez said. “There are
10 active gangs in Edinburg, and our job is to
make it a point that the boys we are trying to
help do not get involved with them.”
Kristi Salinas, grant operation manager

for the city of Edinburg , says that Passport to
Manhood is to go into effect on Oct. 1 of this
year and is much needed.
“I think that the grant is going to benefit Edinburg, maybe not in the immediate
future, but we will see its effects in the
years to come,” she said. “I think that every
boy involved in the program should learn
how to begin to take responsibility for their
own actions.”
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VOTING continued from page 1
dent in the Spanish Department at the
University of Texas-Pan American, says
that he wouldn’t vote due to the corruption
in Mexico.
“Why vote for any party? Anyway,
Mexico has no democracy,” said Cordova.
“Voting in Mexico is just a waste of time
since the government leaders already have
their candidate.”
Despite this situation, there are others
who think that allowing Mexicans living in
the United States to vote on a successor to
Vicente Fox has some benefit. However,
they stress the need for all voters to be
informed about the candidates.
The people that are expected to vote
absentee are the ones that have an interest in
who will be running Mexico, most of whom
have property that may be affected by the
change in government or new laws.
“I have land in Mexico and I am glad
that we are now allowed to vote in Mexico.
Even though I now live in Weslaco, I am
still a Mexican,” said Lyndolfo Mireles,
owner of a transportation business locally.
“It’s good that Mexico is becoming more

democratic. But if Mexicans in the United
States are going to be able vote for the elections in Mexico they need to be wellinformed of who the candidates are.”
On the other hand, many Mexicans
residing in Mexico think that this new voting system implemented by the Mexican
government is not beneficial to Mexico.
They say that it is not right for someone
who doesn’t understand the problems in
Mexico to vote in any type of election.
“It’s not that I don’t want for the
Mexicans living on the other side to vote.
The reason why I disagree with this type of
vote is because many of them are not
informed of what is happening here,” said
Julian Esquivel of Monterrey, in Spanish.
“It’s not fair for us that someone who is not
going through the troubles that we are going
through can decide who will be governing
us.”
Whether or not Mexican citizens in the
U.S. decide to take advantage of this new
opportunity, Mexican democracy has taken
a step forward. Now it is up to the individuals to make their choice.

Joel de la Rosa/The Pan American
IN REMEMBRANCE - Geane Shiau of McAllen views an exhibit by photographer Mark Roddenberry
on display at IMAS. The photos were taken during the 9/11 terrorism attacks in New York City.
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SPORTS
CLIPBOARD
Phillips named Independent Newcomer of the Week
Bronc freshman makes early impact
The University of Texas-Pan American freshman outside hitter,
Kellie Phillips, was named as the Independent Newcomer of the Week
by the sports information directors from NCAA Division I independent
institutions.
In four matches this past week, Phillips finished with 40 kills, averaging 2.86 kills per game and was cited to the All-Tournament team at
the UTA Volleyball Invitational where she recorded a pair of doubledigit kill matches. She collected a career-high 17 kills against UT –
Arlington Sept.10 and finished with a hitting percentage of .265 in that
match while adding eight digs, three assists, one service ace and one
block in that match.
She collected 10 kills, five digs and four blocks against Iowa Sept.
9, notched seven kills and a .300 hitting percentage in a UTPA victory against Texas A&M–Kingsville Sept. 6 and finished with 25 digs and
nine blocks this past week for the Lady Broncs.
Phillips is currently second on the team with kills, 97, and also has
85 digs on the season. She has been a constant force this season,
playing all 39 matches that Lady Broncs have competed in this season.

Lady Broncs finish in top ten
Maynard caps off tournament with team best
The University of Texas-Pan American women’s golf team finished
eighth overall with a three-round total of 952 (321-318-313) at the
North Texas Women’s Classic in Denton Sept. 13.
“There were a lot of good things that I saw out there today,” said
head coach Barb Odale. “I also saw a lot of weakness, and we need
to work on those areas before our next tournament.”
Senior Stefanie Maynard notched her ninth career top-five finish as
she tied for fifth overall with a 52-hole total of 230 (75-78-75) to lead
the Lady Broncs.
Senior Nikki Boychuk tied for 16th overall with a three-round score
of 235 (80-81-74), including shooting the lowest third-round total of 74
for the Lady Broncs on Day Two of the North Texas Women’s Classic.
Daniela Cortes notched a top-25 ranking as she was 23rd overall with
a two-day total of 238 (77-81-80).
Newcomer Bronwyn Sandberg tied for 48th-overall in her Lady
Broncs debut with a 52-hole total of 251 (89-78-84) while freshmen
Rachel Gee and Melissa Uriegas finished 61st and 62nd overall,
respectively.
Redlands Community College captured the overall team title by a
single-stroke over the host-squad North Texas by a 925-926 margin.
Texas A&M–Corpus Christi finished third with a team score of 931
while Northern Iowa (937) and Texas State (940) rounded out the top
five.
The Lady Broncs will next hit the links at the Unlimited Potential/Bay
Tree Classic on Sept. 23-25 in Myrtle Beach, SC.
UTPA Sports Information

Bledsoe named NFC Offensive Player of the Week
Cowboy QB receives accolade
Dallas Cowboy quarterback Drew Bledsoe was named the NFC
Offensive Player of the Week for his performance in leading his team
past San Diego on Sunday, 28-24.
Against the Chargers, Bledsoe completed 18-of-24 passes for 226
yards and three touchdowns. He connected with wide receiver
Keyshawn Johnson for the go-ahead two-yard score with 3:06 left in
the game.
Bledsoe’s 143.4 rating was the best quarterback mark in the NFC
and second in the league behind Pittsburgh’s Ben Roethlisberger,
who had 158.3.
The Cowboy’s next game is at home on Monday Night Football
against the Washington Redskins at 8 p.m.
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FOR THE RECORD
UTPA SPORTS
VOLLEYBALL
UT-Arlington Tournament
Saturday, Sept. 10
Texas Hall
UT-ARLINGTON DEF. UTPA
19-30, 30-28, 32-30, 25-30, 15-10
UTPA: Kills, Stephanie Redd 28;
assists, Karen Lyons 79; digs, Chrissie
Carrigan 21; aces, Chelsea Blakely 4.
record: (2-9)
UTA: Kills, Ashley Van Antwerp 21;
assists, Emily Nedderman 40; digs,
Morgan Rogers 18; aces, Gina Kalb 1;
Ashley Smith 1.
record: (2-6)
Saturday, Sept.10
Texas Hall
WAKE FOREST DEF. UTPA
30-28, 30-23, 30-21
UTPA: Kills, Stephanie Redd 8; assists,
Karen Lyons 32; digs, Chrissie Carrigan
14; aces, Heather Bravo 2, Kellie
Phillips 2.
record: (2-8)
Wake Forest: Kills, Michael Faulkner
11; assists, Erin Borhart 30; digs,
Klarysa Henry 13; aces, Christy
Williams 2, Natasha Schaefer 2.
record: (3-2)
Friday, Sept. 9
Texas Hall
IOWA DEF. UTPA
30-16, 30-27, 30-21
UTPA: Kills, Kellie Phillips 10; assists,
Karen Lyons 30; digs, Chrissie Carrigan
13.
record: (2-7)
Iowa: Kills, Melanie Meister 13; assists,
Kiley Fister 27; digs, Emily Hiza 15;
aces, Melanie Meister 2, Catherine
Smale 2.
record: (5-1)
2005 UTPA Volleyball Schedule
Sept. 20
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Sept. 24
Oct. 4
Oct. 8
Oct. 11
Oct. 14
Oct. 15
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Oct. 22
Oct. 28

Texas A&M -International
Texas A&M -Corpus Christi
San Francisco
Prairie View A&M
Texas State
Utah Valley State
Texas A&M -Corpus Christi
North Dakota State
South Dakota State
Praire View A&M
Prairie View A&M
TCU
Utah Valley State

Note: All volleyball home games in bold.

Golf
Men’s
Fairway Club Invitational
Sept. 12-13
1. Nebraska
2. Missouri St.
3. Northern Illinois
4. Drake Univ.
5. Illinois St.
6. Army
7. Loyola Marymt.
8. UMKC
9. St. Louis
10. Northern Iowa
10. UTPA
12. Creighton
13. Hartford

291
291
297
299
297
303
300
292
306
311
314
310
320

292
308
305
309
312
314
316
313
319
304
310
313
320

289
282
292
288
290
287
296
312
300
312
303
310
296

301
308
315
303
321
322
321
312
326

311
312
308
323
305
306
326
326
329

314
311
314
314
318
317
321
321
331

926
931
937
940
944
945
952
959
985

UTPA 2005 Cross Country Schedule
Sept. 17 Rice Invitational
Oct. 1
Cowboy Jamboree
Oct. 15 Pre-Nationals (men)
Chili Pepper (women)
Oct. 29 Independent Championship
Nov. 12 NCAA South Central Champ.
Nov. 22 NCAA Championships

Bronc Soccer Club
Men’s
Saturday, Sept.10
UTPA 3, TEXAS A&M-KINGSVILLE 1
Scoring summary:

UTPA - Victor Gutierrez assisted by
Artemio Arriaga, 1:38 (first half).
UTPA - Luiz Barrenechea assisted by
Victor Gutierrez, 1:22 (second half).
UTPA - Luiz Barrenechea assisted by
Roel Trevino, 35:00 (second half).
Sunday, Sept.11
UTPA 1, TARLETON STATE 0
Scoring summary:

UTPA - Luiz Barrenechea assisted by
Pablo Aguilar, 1:31 (first half).

RGV Football
Week 2
Thursday, Sept. 8
Non-district
Edinburg North 21, McAllen 15
La Joya 37, Edinburg Economedes 7
PSJA North 33, Mercedes 3
Browns. Rivera 36, McAllen Rowe 14
Friday, Sept. 9
Non-district
Browns. Pace 54, McAllen Memorial 35
Rio Grande City 31, Roma 7
Sharyland 56, Mission 6
Harlingen 41, Edinburg 33
San Benito 26, Donna 7
Harlingen South 35, Weslaco East 7
PSJA Memorial 45, Raymondville 0
Los Fresnos 21, PSJA 14
Browns. Hanna 53, Monterrey Tech 0
Weslaco 55, Brownsville Porter 32
Mission Veterens 14, Hidalgo 13
Lyford 58, MMA 6
Santa Rosa 12, Progreso 0
St. Joseph 34, Rio Hondo 7
Saturday, Sept. 10
La Feria 7, Brownsville Lopez 0

872
881
894
896
899
904
912
917
925
927
927
933
936

Women’s
North Texas Women’s Classic
Sept. 12-13
1. Redlands CC

2. North Texas
3. Texas A&M-CC
4. Northern Iowa
5. Texas State
6. Oral Roberts
7. McNeese State
8. UTPA
9. Louisana-Monr.
10. McLennan CC

311 306 308 925

open: Edcouch-Elsa, Port Isabel, La Villa.

Week 3
Thursday, Sept. 15
Non-district
Brownsville Porter at McAllen
MMA at Progreso
Friday, Sept. 16
Non-district
McAllen Memorial at Weslaco East
SanBenito at PSJA
PSJA North at Harlingen South
Rio Grande City at Mercedes
Los Fresnos at McAllen Rowe
La Joya at CC Carroll
Sharyland at Edinburg North
Edcouch-Elsa at Raymondville
St. Joseph at La Villa

Hidalgo at Falfurrias
Donna at Broownsville Hanna
PSJA Memorial at Port Isabel
Rio Hondo at Mission Veterans
Edinburg at CalAllen
Santa Rosa at La Feria
Weslaco at Roma
Saturday, Sept. 17
Non-district
Santa Maria vs. Algua Dulce
Brownsville Pace vs. Brownsville Lopez
open: Harlingen, Mission, Lyford.

College Football
AP Top 25
Week 3
1. USC 1-0
2. Texas 2-0
3. LSU 1-0
4. Virginia Tech 2-0
5. Tennessee 1-0
6. Florida 2-0
7. Geogia 2-0
8. Florida State 2-0
9. Ohio State 1--1
10. Notre Dame 2-0
11. Louisville 1-0
12. Purdue 1-0
13. Miami 0-1
14. Michigan 1-1
15. California 2-0
16. Georgia Tech 2-0
17. Boston College 2-0
18. Arizona State 1-1
19. Texas Tech 1-0
20. Clemson 2-0
21. Oklahoma 1-1
22. Iowa 1-1
23. Fresno State 1-0
24. Iowa State 2-0
25. Virginia 1-0

NFL
Week 1
Thursday, Sept. 8
New England 30, Oakland 20
Sunday, Sept. 11
Washington 9, Chicago 7
Cincinnati 27, Cleveland 13
Miami 34, Denver 10
Buffalo 22, Houston 7
New Orleans 23, Carolina 20
Kansas City 27, N.Y. Jets 7
Jacksonville 26, Seattle 14
Tampa Bay 24, Minnesota 13
Pittsburgh 34, Tennessee 7
N.Y. Giants 42, Arizona 19
Dallas 28, San Diego 24
Detroit 17, Green Bay 3
San Francisco 28, St. Louis 25
Indianapolis 24, Baltimore 7
Monday, Sept. 12
Atlanta 14, Philadelphia 10
Week 2
Sunday, Sept. 18
Baltimore at Tennessee, Noon
Buffalo at Tampa Bay, Noon
Detroit at Chicago, Noon
Jacksonville at Indianapolis, Noon
Minnesota at Cincinnati, Noon
New England at Carolina, Noon
Pittsburgh at Houston, Noon
San Francisco at Philadelphia, Noon
Atlanta at Seattle, 3:05 p.m.
St. Louis at Arizona, 3:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Green Bay, 3:15 p.m.
Miami at N.Y. Jets 3:15 p.m.
San Diego at Denver, 3:15 p.m.
Kansas City at Oakland 7:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 19
Washington at Dallas, 8 p.m.
Note: all times central standard time

SPORTS

September 15, 2005

Page 14

HS Football Cougars look for win number two
Update
By DARYL GONZALES
The Pan American

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American
Friday marks week three of Valley football, the
final test before teams cash in any excuses, try to
improve upon early mistakes, and head into the
high-level competition of district play.
LOCALLY
Some teams in Edinburg find themselves
treading the dangerous waters of early season
losses, trying to stay afloat for fear of being swept
away as the season pushes onward.
Edinburg High and Economedes have yet to
pull off a win this season. Surprising upstart
Edinburg North (1-1) finds itself in the win
column coming off a close 21-15 win of McHi last
Thursday. The Cougars are mainly supported by
their prowess on the ground.
Running back Artemio Rodriguez ran for 121
yards on 22 carries with two touchdowns against
the Bulldogs. The rushing game accounted for 211
total yards in the contest, while the pass netted 42
yards.
North will play Sharyland at home this Friday
against an offense that carried the ball a total 36
times for 308 yards. The Rattlers’ Waldo Garza
had 106 yards and five TDs in his last game.
While Economedes gets a bye week before
taking on the Cougars Sept. 23, the Bobcats head
to Corpus Christi to face a tough Calallen team
that comes off a 35-14 smashing of Waco. The
Wildcats ride the legs of running back Kindred
McClure, who rushed for 118 yards on 21 carries.
ELSEWHERE
On Friday PSJA North will take on Harlingen
South in a non-district match of unbeaten
powerhouses at Boggus Stadium. Both teams
slammed their opponents in week two.
The Raiders come off a 33-3 bruising of
Mercedes in which they raked in 358 total yards.
The run-oriented offense with interchangeable
backs averages 46.5 carries a game.
Harlingen South stays true to its mascot’s
namesake. The undefeated Hawks have the ability
to launch the ball, resulting in games like last
week’s 35-7 pass-fest against Weslaco East. While
Harlingen amassed 438 yards of total offense, 343
of those yards came by way of air-delivery
courtesy of signal caller Peter De La Garza.
“We’re not good enough to show up and play
yet,” Hawks coach Jim Helms was quoted as
saying in the Valley Morning Star. “One thing we
need to do is show up to play every week and be
more consistent.”
Harlingen South is a part of an ultra-competitive
32-5A that still sports five undefeated teams,
including San Benito, Brownsville Rivera, Pace
and Los Fresnos. Teams in the league are 15-3 so
far, and have outscored their opponents 582-334.
This sets up the rest of this week’s major games
as 32-5A takes on 31-5A. San Benito (2-0) heads
to PSJA High (1-1) in a match that finds the Bears
staring down the barrel of a two-shot Greyhound
offense.
The ‘Hounds showed their versatility on offense
last week against Donna, pulling in double-digits
in total rushing (190) and passing (108). The
defense held ‘Skins running back Mike Tatum to
51 yards on 17 carries.
The Bears seek to bounce back from a 21-14
loss to Los Fresnos last week. PSJA took the loss
despite rushing for 245 total yards on 45 carries
and gaining 203 through the air. Quarterback
Adrian Garza was 15-for-23 with two
interceptions.

The first win of the year was an exciting
one and the program at Edinburg North
hopes to build on it tonight against
Sharyland.
North quarterback Ramiro Ramirez
came up big with a 76-yard touchdown run
with 2:46 left in the game, in last Thursday
night’s 21-15 victory over McAllen.
On a stormy night, the Cougars (1-1)
seemed to have the momentum heading into
the fourth quarter with a 14-7 lead, in part to
their work-horse running back Artemio
Rodriguez who finished the night with 121
yards rushing and two TDs.
“Artemio really carried the load again,”
Coach Roy Garza said about Rodriguez’s
second straight week with over 100 yards.
But two field goals by Christian Brom
and a safety gave the Bulldogs (0-3) their
second lead of the night, putting the
pressure back on the Cougars. Then North’s
Ramirez turned a rollout pass play into a
tuck-and-run that exploited a big hole in the
Bulldog defense to score the go-ahead TD.
Defensively for the Cougars David
Torres played aggressively on defense,
finished the night with a sack and a fumble
recovery. It was an amazing response from a
defense that spent much of the game on the
field.
The Bulldogs did have another chance to
up the Cougars late in the game, but
quarterback Joaquin Hinojosa was picked
off by C.J. Salinas on a fourth-and-10 play,

Edinburg HS
Schedule

EDINBURG Bobcats
AUG 26
IDLE
SEP 02
San Benito L (13-21)
SEP 09
HARLING. L(33-41)
SEP 16
CC Calallen
SEP 24
*WESLACO
SEP 30
McAllen Memorial
OCT 07
*PSJA North
OCT 14
*EDINBURG NORTH
OCT 21
*PSJA (away)
OCT 28
*ECONOMEDES
NOV 04
*Donna
ECONOMEDES Jaguars
AUG 26
Sharyland L (17-22)
SEP 03
Pace
L (7-31)
SEP 09
La JOYA L (7-37)
SEP 16
IDLE
SEP 23
*Edinburg North
SEP 30
*PSJA
OCT 07
IDLE
OCT 14
*Donna
OCT 21
*WESLACO
OCT 28
*Edinburg
NOV 04
*PSJA North
EDINBURG NORTH Cougars
AUG 26
IDLE
SEP 02
RIVERA
L (7-27)
SEP 08
McAllen
W(21-15)
SEP 16
SHARYLAND
SEP 23
*ECONOMEDES
SEP 30
*Donna
OCT 07
*WESLACO
OCT 14
*Edinburg
OCT 22
*PSJA NORTH
OCT 28
IDLE
NOV 04
*PSJA
Home games in caps
*Denotes district games

sealing the game.
the season. An impressive series of
The victory gives the Cougars a bit of performances in the preseason scrimmages
confidence heading into next week’s non- seemed to be wasted, but the comeback win
district match-up against Sharyland (1-1). has changed that.
The Rattlers will be coming off a 56-6
“Their confidence is great, the kids are
victory over Mission.
starting to believe in themselves. After a
Garza said that they are really going to loss, it means more to the program,” Garza
focus on the Rattler running game, led by said. “We hopefully will have a good week
veteran fullback Waldo Garza, always a of practice in preparation for Friday.”
threat to gain over 100.
“We’ve seen them the
last two weeks on film, and
we know that we are going to
need to stop the run. We
really need to bring the
pressure on first and second
downs, so that they have to
be forced to pass the ball,”
said the coach. “Otherwise it
is going to be a long tough
night.”
On offense, Garza said
that he plans on keeping to
the ground, thanks to
Rodriguez’s consistency so
far. North will air it out a bit
more, though.
“We’re going to open it
up a little more; we plan on
throwing the ball more than
we usually do,” Garza said.
“Ramiro
really
came
through, his leadership and
experience finally came
Daryl Gonzales/The Pan American
through.”
The win against McHi is a WORKHORSE - Ramiro Ramirez (left) hands the ball off to
lift, after two losses to start Artemio Rodriguez during practice Tuesday afternoon.
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UTPA volleyball looks toward next home game
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
The UTPA volleyball team (2-9) is
preparing for its second home contest of
the year, Tuesday against Texas A&MInternational. The squad is looking to
bounce back from a rough road trip in
Arlington, which netted three losing
matches.
Coach Dave Thorn feels the team can
come back from the recent stumble.
“The team is still working hard. They
are still improving. We’ve had some rough
ones,” said Thorn. “We had a couple of
matches I thought we could have played
better in, against Wake Forest and Iowa,
so of course our last weekend wasn’t as
good as we had hoped it would be.”
Thorn says that a home game may be
just what the Lady Broncs need to get
back on track.
“We just had three weekends in a row
where we were traveling, so it will be
great to get back in front of our home
crowd,” he said. “The fans that were there
against Kingsville were great. To get back
in that home environment will be a big
bonus for us.”
Thorn says he doesn’t think there is a
clear reason for the trouble the team has
been having on the court.
“It’s tough to say it is any one thing,”
said Thorn. “We just need to be able to
close out games. We’re playing really well
up to about 24, 25 points but it’s those last
five points to finish up a game. That’s
when we need to perform and we’ve
struggled with that,” said the Spokane,
Washington, native. “That’s our point of
emphasis. We are going to be working on
that.”

Thorn says once the team gets that
problem squared away then they should be
fine. The eighth-year UTPA volleyball
head coach has taken away some positives
from these first eleven outings.
“The chemistry is still excellent,” he
said. “I think the new people are
integrating very well. The returnees are
working hard. Everybody is working well

together, so I like the team dynamic so far.
Sometimes you get in the position where
you lose a couple of matches and people
start pointing fingers, and we haven’t been
doing that, so I give the team credit for
that.”
Thorn believes his team is gaining the
experience needed to be successful in the
future.

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
THE COACH - Lady Bronc volleyball head coach Dave Thorn counsels his team during last week’s
game against A&M-Kingsville. The Broncs rolled to a straight-set win (30-26, 30-21, 30-19)

“Even though our record doesn’t show
it, we are getting stronger. We are getting
better,” said the Whitman College
alumnus. “We’ve been playing some real
quality opponents, teams from the Big
Ten, the Big 12, and the ACC. I think we
could have beaten a couple of those teams,
but we are still playing hard and getting
better. I think as the season goes along all
this work is going to start paying off and
we’ll start getting some ‘W’s.”
Junior setter Karen Lyons is also
anticipating that the team’s good feelings
will soon produce some positive results.
“When we play on the court there is
really good chemistry,” said Lyons. “It’s
just not coming together at this point, but
I think that when it actually does happen
then we are going to be really good.”
Lyons made it in the UTPA record books
this past weekend when she recorded 79
assists in the team's final match against
UT-Arlington.
Thorn has also seen some quality play
from his freshmen.
“Overall I think they’ve been doing
very well,” said Thorn. “If they keep
working and improving like they have
then they are going to be very good for
us.”
One of those freshmen, Kellie Phillips
was named Independent Newcomer of the
Week on Tuesday after achieving 17 kills,
eight digs, three assists, one service ace,
and one block in the Lady Bronc match
against UT-Arlington Sept. 10. The
Chandler, Ariz., native also earned UTA
Invitational All-Tournament honors.
“I really enjoy it,” said Phillips of her
first year of collegiate volleyball. “I feel
like I’m doing really good, working
together with the team.”

Running man returns for final season:
Keating seeks third Indie championship
By VICTORIA GUAJARDO
The Pan American
Westly Keating may be one of the
nation’s best runners now, but his
ascent to greatness was a simple
case of necessity in the beginning.
The Pharr senior has come a long
way since high school, when he
didn’t seem to fit into any athletic
scenario.
“I started running because it was
the only thing I was good at,” said
Keating. “I couldn’t play basketball,
too skinny to play football, and I
was never good at any other sport
but running.”
The three-time All-American will
begin his final season at the Rice
Invitational this Saturday and hopes
to
continue
picking
up
championships. “All the guys on the
team and I are pretty excited, it’s
been a while since we raced.”
In late August, Keating was once
again selected as the Preseason CoIndependent Runner of the Year, and
expects to maintain his top

performer stature all year long. “In
your senior year you want to do the
best you can,” said Keating, who
finished in the top 10 at the NCAA
Division I Championships.
“At the Nationals for cross
country, I got seventh and the guy I
beat in ‘03 won in ‘04. I want to beat
him and win first,” said Keating,
who considers this a make-or-break
year. In his final year, Keating is
ambivalent about all the attention
he’s garnered as one of the school’s
best athletes in years. “Its kind of
weird, running has been my whole
life; there is some pressure to
compete well. It’s just weird.”
With the departure of his coach,
Doug Molnar, Keating decided to sit
out on the 2004 track and crosscountry season as a redshirt.
“Last year was a hard year. The
coach I came with left, and it didn’t
work out with the coach last year,
but I really like working with the
new coach.”
Looking back, he’s glad he took
the extra year.

“I wanted this year, my senior
year,” he stressed. “I am glad I redshirted, I don’t think I would have
run as well with that other coach.”
As a student-athlete, Keating deals
with balancing a demanding training
schedule with his school schedule.
“It’s very tough,” admitted the
distance runner. “The seasons I’ve
done well in, I falter in school.
When I redshirted last year I really
focused on school.”
Day to day, it can be tough for
Keating and the other runners.
“You wake up at 6 a.m. to train,
rush to class, you’re at school all
day,” he explained. “When you get
out you want to die and sleep all day.
There is not enough time in the day.”
Regardless of the challenging
schedule, Keating is determined to
achieve his goals.
“I want to win the Nationals in
cross country and just do the best I
can.”
The cross country team heads to
UTPA Sports Information
Rice University for the Rice
FRONT RUNNER - Senior Westly Keating returns to UTPA cross counInvitational Meet Sept. 17.
try after a year’s absence. The team heads to Rice Saturday.
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Cross country season to open on Saturday
By ANNALISA LIMAS
The Pan American

individually and help the team win.
“I think the team has a great chance of
taking the win,” said Gandara. “We're
Expectations are high, and so is the
working really hard and yeah, we're going
excitement, as the Bronc and Lady Bronc
to be running tired for the next month. But
cross country teams open the season with
sometimes that's just how you've got to
the Rice Invitational on Saturday.
race.”
“You can always use the first meet to
Despite running tired, assistant coach
see where you’re at,” said coach Ricky
Brian Cunningham feels both teams have
Vaughn. “We’ve been training really hard
great opportunities to shine at the Rice
and I think we’re pretty well fit and eager
Invitational. A newcomer to the Bronc
to get out and race.”
program, Cunningham is pleased with the
work
his
athletes
have
done to prepare
for the season.
“Everyone is
pretty
tired
right
now;
we’ve
been
working pretty
hard as a team
but this first
meet will be a
g
o
o
d
competitive
experience for
t h e m , ”
Cunningham
said. “I’m just
excited to get
the
season
rolling and for
the them to
remember why
we’re training
Mario Orta/The Pan American so
hard
everyday.”
AVALANCHE - (from left) Karla Hernandez, Lorraine Garcia, Sharon Toroitch and Lizet Garcia prepare for the upcoming 2005 men’s
W h i l e
and women’s cross country season. The team has a new coach, along with several solid veterans heading into Saturday’s meet at
anticipation is
the Rice Invitational.
On the men’s side, seniors Westly
Keating and Hector Gandara comprise the
core of the Broncs team. Keating, a threetime
All-American
and
two-time
Independent Runner of the Year, has
already received pre-season honors as he
was selected Pre-Season Co-Independent
Runner of the Year.
Gandara has earned the Runner of the
Year and was first team All-Independent
during his first season with the Broncs.
This time he hopes to build on that success

high for the men’s side to compete, the
Lady Broncs are raring to go as well.
According to Vaughn, the team is still
young but will use the meet as a jumpingoff point. Karla Hernandez, an Edinburg
High graduate, stands to lead the team in
their first meet.
Vaughn said they may struggle a little
to find that fifth and sixth runner, but
overall it's still a strong and competitive
team.
“Karla worked really hard this summer
to prepare and she’s set herself up to have
a great cross country season.”
In addition to Hernandez, returning
juniors Lorraine Garcia, Ashley Perez and
Lizet Garcia all bring experience and
strong leadership to the women’s group.
Lizet Garcia, another Valley native
from McAllen, and Hernandez are two of
those strong runners that posted good
times during last season's cross country
season. The pair should add good
leadership to the squad.
Hernandez recorded her top finish at
the Whataburger/UTSA Invitational with a
time of 20:54. Garcia, who redshirted in
outdoor competition last year, seeks to add
to a recorded best placing of 58 at the New
Mexico State Lobo Invitational in 2003.
Juniors Lorraine Garcia of Laredo and
Ashley Perez will also provide strong
leadership and experience to the Lady
Broncs' lineup.
The women's season will have a similar
schedule to the men, but the difference
will be Oct. 15 when the Lady Broncs
travel to the Chili Pepper Invitational in
Fayetteville, Ark, the same day that the
men are at the Pre-Nationals Meet.

Coronado teaches soccer team his trade
By ABEL SALINAS
The Pan American
Imagine a classroom full of
students eager to absorb all the
material they can, asking questions
and expressing opinions. Picture a
teacher knowledgeable enough to
answer every concern a pupil has.
This was the scene on Monday when
men’s soccer coach Oscar Coronado
held a meeting with his team in a
UTPA classroom.
Coronado is a student of the game
himself and is trying to pass down
knowledge and experience to his
players. His objective is to transform
the new club into a great club during
the course of the season.
“When something catches your
interest you have to master it,” he
said.
Coronado was first introduced to
soccer by watching it on TV. But,

while everyone else was rooting for
their favorite team and blaming the
officiating for the lack of results,
Coronado was dissecting formations
and set plays and admiring coaching
styles of the two teams.
His
admiration
for
soccer
transcended those of his favorite
team, Chivas de Guadalajara, as he
found an admiration for the premier
clubs of the world such as Celtic and
Barcelona.
His debut as a coach came when he
was part of an anti-drug youth
program in Mission. “The feeling that
you get when the kids are listening to
you and are ready for more instruction
is gratifying,” said Coronado.
His well-mannered tone and respect
for the individual is evident by the
way he talks to his players.
“He is very direct, sort of like a
teacher,” said Pablo Zuniga of his
skipper.

Assistant coach Pedro Garza has
been a friend of Coronado’s for three
years, but on the field they adhere to
their roles. “He is the coach and I am
the assistant,” said Garza “He
respects what I do and I respect what
he does on the field.”
However, one is not to confuse
kindness for weakness. His drive and
determination are just like any
competitor, winning above anything
and everything.
“Whoever said that is more
important to compete than to win is a
liar,” said Coronado.
His teacher-like approach is
producing good results as the team
has won its first two games. When
asked about his goals, he responded,
“I want to get my master’s and coach
at the university level,” When asked
about his dream his obvious answer
was, “I would like to be the coach of
a professional club.”

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American
ENTRENADOR - UTPA men’s club soccer coach Oscar Coronado
has guided the team to two wins so far. They play UTSA Saturday.

